
Barmera Moorook Field and 
Game - Management of the 
Loveday Wetland Complex 

A brief review of the club history highlighting the deep connection 
between the club, members, communities, environment and country.



The Beginning

The Clubs first official meeting was held at Peter 
Schramm's house on the 7th May 1967.  Peter was 
elected Captain along with the committee and 
other office bearers.  

The club was formed as the Barmera Moorook 
Field and Game Branch of the South Australian 
Field and Game association.

19 people were present 



Since inception in 67 BMFG has exclusively hunted the property however when 
the opportunity to acquire the property lease arose in the early 80’s Peter 
Schramm and the committee sought government support to acquire the 
lease and started working on what we have today.

In many respects much of this article could have been written today, with the 
control of carp, annual working bees to keep on top of rubbish, and the local 
community using the property for walking, camping and fishing.



Peter Schramm the clubs inaugural captain was 
one of the original wetland conservation pioneers.



Peter Schramm was the 
driving force behind the 
development of the Loveday 
Wetland Complex - without 
his passion for wetland 
conservation we would not be 
where we are today.  However 
it has always been a team 
effort whether that be Peter 
Schramm, Tony Sharley or Jim 
Godden at the helm there has 
always been a team of club 
members willing to pitch in 
and do some active 
conservation work.



The loveday wetland complex

The Loveday Wetland Complex is a series of 
wetlands all nestled inside a bend on the 
River Murray just before the town of 
Cobdogla.  The evaporation basin is the 
main wetland running from Cobdogla past 
the township of Loveday and is a shallow 
wetland while the Big and Little Mussels are 
deeper.  Together the complex provides 
ideal habitat for many waterbirds including: 
Spoonbills, Ibis, Purple Swamphens, Dusky 
Moorhens, Musk Ducks, all game duck 
species, Cormorants, Pelicans, Swans, 
Grebes and Egrets are just some of the 
wetland birds that can be seen daily.



A brochure put together by SAFGA 
highlighting the Loveday Wetlands



Pg.2 of the brochure





Sustainable use for enjoyment today and 
the future

BMFG has always had strong policy for controlling membership and member behavior.  Always with a balanced view 
of respect for local community, member enjoyment today and protection for the future generations.



Throughout the years the club 
has performed many 
conservation projects, the 
clipping to the right shows one 
of them.  This is one of the 
original revegetation programs 
carried out by the club; it 
aimed to both reduce salinity 
and provide better habitat 
around the wetland.



Hunters have been a part of waterfowl 
research for many years and BMFG is no 
different. By using hunter bag surveys, 
and the help from hunters to identify 
birds, information can be collected to 
further the research into native 
waterfowl.  As well as research into 
ducks, the club has also facilitated 
research into the effects of grazing, and 
the effects of carp on ecosystems.



Collaboration and Partnerships have always 
been how BMFG has managed this wetland



BMFG has been a leader in 
change.  Much of the original 
proactive work investigating the 
impact of lead shot on waterbirds 
was conducted at Loveday.  Tony 
Sharley, a well know scientist and 
BMFG member, completed this 
important work that helped hunters 
transition from lead to non-toxic steel 
shot.

Hunters are adaptable with a proven 
track record of change when it comes 
to improving the sustainability of 
hunting.



A modern example of BMFG conservation 
work. The 2021 club members had the same 
passion as the 1967 group and came together 
for a tree planting working bee, planting 200 
trees of various variety's along the wetlands 
edge, and sandhills.  In this case the initiative 
was driven by the younger members.  BMFG 
has always been a progressive organisation 
actively encouraging youth and allowing them 
to be part of the club decision making 
processes.  



Wetting and Drying Management 
through Structures

Wetting and drying of the property’s wetlands 
are managed through structures built across 
the various creeks which let water into and 
out of the property.  

This photo from 1994 shows wooden boards 
and plastic sheet being used to make a simple 
weir that keeps the water from entering the 
wetland.



1994 Full Dry

Causeway

Evaporation Basin

Sheepyards

Big Mussel

Little Mussel

Moorook Island

Dons Swamp

Moorook Township

River Murray

Cobdogla

Loveday

This Aerial photo shows the property 
completely dry in 1994.  A full dry is 
typically for 18 months to 2 years.  

The Basin and the Mussels have 
separate feeder creeks with structures 
so can be dried independently with the 
Basin typically dried more frequently 
than the Mussels.

The ground water beneath the Basin is 
saline and the Mussels are 3m deep 
relative to the basin which is approx. 
1.5m deep.  Consequently, the Mussels 
are not dried unless the basin is also 
dry else the saline ground water is 
pushed into the mussels. Pre-locks the 
Basin would always have dried before 
the Mussels simply due to depth.



Flowers emerge from the dry
When the Basin dries a small plant emerges and covers the swamp floor with beautiful purple 
flowers.  The ground cracks as it dries allowing the air in to oxygenate the soil.  As the water 
slowly returns these plants can change to live underwater helping establish an underwater 
ecosystem.  When the wetland is submerged the carp grow and eventually destroy the 
underwater flora and another dry is required to remove the carp.  The fitting of carp screens to 
the inlets is crucial as only small carp can enter which allows time for the flora to establish 
before the carp grow.



Feb 2018 Evaporation Basin.  Following the flood in 2016 
Loveday Wetland complex held approximately 10,000 waterbirds.



Fire 2008 changes the landscape

You can really see the immediate impact fire has 
comparing the two photos from before and after the fire.  
Regardless though if it is flood, fire or drought the club 
and property have always survived and recovered. 



The Flood

The 2022/2023 floods saw the entire property flooded with > 5 meters of water The cattle grid at the entrance 
to the property became the community boat ramp and many many yabbies were caught on the property. The 
photo to the left is where cable fence goes from the cattle grid to the normal water level.  The photo on the 
right shows all that is left of Manning Hill.



Minutes from 1970 discussing the procurement 
and erecting of 8 nesting boxes



Today’s Henhouse Programs  

Mum and Dad with 8 teenage grey teal on the western bank of Dons Swamp.

While the property has many hollows, competition for nesting sites is high with non 
waterbirds species such as parrots, galahs, correllas and rosellas all using the hollows.  
Throughout our history nesting box program have been run to reduce competition for 
nesting sites. The latest in nesting site technology, is the henhouse constructed from wire 
mesh and straw, being fast and simple to construct as well as proving very popular with 
waterfowl, supplied by FGA these are an optimal choice.    



Recent Nesting Box Program

Traditional wooden nesting boxes are still used, these 
come flat packed from FGA or members have built their 
own versions.  Nesting box construction/installation days 
are well supported by members with significant 
involvement from the younger club members.



Todays Challenge with Wetland 
Management

With the benefits of wetting and 
drying now understood DEW has 
invested in structures throughout 
the Riverland to match and 
generally improve on those 
pioneered by BMFG.  Today's plans 
see DEW conducting weir pool 
raising to flood wetlands and use 
structures with carp screens to let 
water in or keep it out.  The weir 
pool raising planned for today are 
higher than our structures can 
manage hence we are working 
with DEW to improve our 
structures.



Always searching to improve our Wetland

These project minutes from 
1999 discuss the same problem 
we are trying to solve today 
with the lock three master 
plan.  Installation of carp 
screens and gates on the 
causeway to allow the 
southern basin to dry 
independent of the north.  This 
will improve bird and fish 
habitat in the south and 
minimise odor impacts in the 
town of Cobdogla when the 
northern basin’s acid sulphate 
soils are dried. 



Environmental Monitoring

DEW/Landscape boards periodically 
undertake environmental monitoring on 
the property.  These surveys have 
included salinity, tree health, water 
condition and aquatic life.  Recently as 
part of the lock 3 master plan project the 
club assisted with survey for Turtle nests, 
frogs and fish.  These surveys were a great 
example of the partnership between 
BMFG and government.



Weed Control The great thing about a club is it brings together 
like minded people who enjoy being together and 
working towards a common cause.  Weeds are a 
part of life on any property and at Loveday BMFG 
typically have one working bee a year focused on 
weeds.  Boxthorns have been eliminated from the 
property and spiny rush is now on the back foot.



Barmera Moorook Field and Game Spiny Rush Control Program. 2021 to 2023  

                                           Read in conjunction with viewing map! 

In 2021 the Committee of Barmera Moorook Field and Game decided that active steps were 

required to commence control measures against Spiny Rush.  This pest plant was beginning to 

spread along shorelines and hinterlands of Loveday and Cobdogla swamps. The primary seed source 

of this invasion stemmed from old historic large plant infestations along the boundary of the 

Loveday/Cobdogla Road and Loveday township. A Grass Roots grant of $7,600 through the 

Murrayland and Riverland Landscapes Board was successfully applied for. During the following 

‘growing season’, that is October to March [when plants are susceptible to spray] through working 

bees and many hours of opportunistic volunteer labour, 95% plus of the pest plants on the 

northwestern and southeastern shorelines were eliminated. Most of these were young plants and 

had yet not reached seeding age.  Most of the grant funds went to a specialist weed spray operator 

who was tasked with tackling the large, old, seed source plants along the eastern boundary. He 

achieved very good results. 

In 2022 a Grass Roots grant of $8,700 was successfully applied for.  The initial plan of operation was 

to carry on from where we left off the previous year: - Barmera Moorook volunteers concentrating 

on ‘follow up’ along the swamp shoreline and hinterland while the weed spray operator continued 

along the eastern boundary mass infestation.  It is now historical fact that the biggest Murray River 

flood in more than half a century commenced in 2022. Areas where spiny rush spraying occurred 

the previous “growing season’ would end up under 2.5 metres of flood water at the peak. Due to 

the long hang time of the flood, high water and then boggy ground prevented much, as planned 

volunteer activity occurring. By the time conditions permitted the growing season was over. The 

flood level reached approximately 30% of the eastern boundary old seed source plants. The spray 

operator was able to carry out follow up on the Loveday township infestations and then continue 

on the unsubmerged plants along the Cobdogla Road, all with good result.  

The overall flood effect was greatly beneficial to the floodplain environment. The great flush of fresh 

water has moved a lot of salt out of surface areas. Seedling river and floodplain Eucalypts are 

emerging widely. Post flood, many herbaceous native plant species have germinated, some 

probably not seen for years. However, Noogoora Burr, a declared weed has also germinated widely 

but primarily in the western areas of the swamp and is beyond remedial action. To maintain the 

southern basin as a reference area, volunteer labour over two days hand pulled several hundred 

plants.  One beneficial side effect of the flood was its impact on plants sprayed the previous year. 

Once water receded there was virtually no evidence that they had even existed. Submerged 

unsprayed plants were not thus affected. 

This year [2023] another successful grant has provided $6,000 which will all be utilised by the 

contract weed sprayer to finish off the eastern boundary old infestations. Volunteers using the 

unused/stockpiled spray chemicals from the previous season will ‘follow up’ on all previously 

sprayed areas. Considerable effort will have to be put in on surveying all pre flooded areas as the 

likelihood of Spiny Rush recruitment from seed flood dispersal is high. 



Dog Trials
Dog trials highlight yet another community use of the 
property.  Each August the Retrieving and Field Trials Club of 
South Australia uses the property for its annual 
competitions.  This year 37 dogs were entered with the 
majority of entries from South Australian and Victoria.  Many of 
the entrants are registered dog breeders and they use these 
competitions to test the skills of their dogs and themselves as 
handlers and trainers.  While hunters often purchase dogs from 
these breeders, interestingly most of the dog breeders are not 
hunters, dogs are their passion in life.

Blank rounds are fired at the start of a run and the dog must 
remain still until the handler gives the command to 
fetch.  Dogs that follow the handler’s signals, proceeding 
directly to find the bird, before returning in a straight line to 
the handler score the highest points.



Typical uses of the property

• The major uses of the property are
1. Local people (members and non-members) walking themselves and their 

dogs each morning.
2. Members working on environmental projects such as rubbish removal, 

weed removal, campsite development to keep camping in defined areas, 
track maintenance to keep people on defined tracks, and wetting and 
drying.

3. Club members camping and hunting mainly ducks in season but rabbits and 
feral pigeons throughout.

4. Members and local community camping and fishing targeting callop in the 
river and carp in the wetlands.

5. Dog trials.



Camping and Relaxing 
Adventure in one of our creeks

Fishing in the school holidays is always popular 

Families have always used the property, it is a great place to camp 
with kids and teenagers, being able to bring the family dog makes it 
a holiday to remember.  In Jan 23 this entire area in this photo was 
under water.



Hunting 
While not the focus of this document our members love to 
hunt and collect wild foods from the property.  We each have 
different whys for hunting but all of them include food, 
friendship and a cultural connection.

Loveday mixed bag, Feral Pidgeon, black duck, grey 
teal and pink ear

When the water is high it is fun to use the 
tinnie to get to some difficult places

Junior committee member 
Christian with a pair of teal

Junior committee member Seth with friends and a 
rabbit each
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